Dental Health Foundation in collaboration with our partners Aquafresh (GlaxoSmithKline), the National Dairy Council and the Irish Dental Association are delighted to announce the first ever national Toothday 2010.

 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions:

What is the aim of Toothday?

The idea behind Toothday is a very simple one; to raise awareness on the importance of oral health among children. This is being done in two ways-

1. encouraging children to brush their teeth twice a day and 

2. making children aware of tooth friendly snacks and drinks.

When is Toothday 2010?

Tuesday (Toothday) 30th November, 2010.

What is happening on Toothday 2010?

Goodie packs containing a tube of toothpaste and a certificate for students in junior and senior infants' classes will be posted to all schools* in the Republic of Ireland in late November.

Teachers are invited to deliver a short presentation to their class.

In preparation for Toothday teachers are invited to:

1. Download the Presentation programme from the Dental Health Foundation Website.

2. Sign the Toothday Certificates for students

On Toothday teachers are invited to:

1. Deliver the presentation/programme to the class (approx 10 minutes)

2. Ask children to commit to brushing their teeth twice a day, especially last thing at night.

3. Distribute tubes of Aquafresh (GlaxoSmithKline) toothpaste and Toothday Certificates for students to take home with them.

How do I deliver the presentation?

The presentation can be delivered on a whiteboard. It can also be delivered using a laptop/PC and a projector. Teachers can scroll through the presentation at their desired pace.

What else is happening on Toothday?

Dental Health Foundation is coordinating a number of publicity and media events around the day.

Where is Toothday 2010 happening?

All schools in the Republic of Ireland* are being invited to take part in Toothday 2010.

When can I download the Presentation?

The presentation will be available on the Dental Health Foundation website from November 19th.

Certificates will be available for download from the Dental Health Foundation website from November 19th. Please note that certificates will be provided for junior and senior infants' students. Certificates are being made available for download for anyone wishing to use the certificates for additional purposes.

The future of Toothday:

It is envisaged that this event will be delivered annually in collaboration with our partners; Aquafresh (GlaxoSmithKline), the National Dairy Council and the Irish Dental Association.

Do I have to sign up to be part of Toothday 2010?

If your school* has received a letter in the first week in November asking you to opt-in or opt-out, you need to reply to Toothday@dentalhealth.ie by November 12th indicating whether you would like to be part of Toothday 2010.

If your school has not received a letter in the first week in November relating to Toothday, a pack will automatically be sent to your school for junior and senior infants' classes.

My schools has 25 students and only 5 students are in junior and senior infants, can we have a goodie pack for all students?

Aquafresh (GlaxoSmithKline) have kindly donated a large number of tubes of toothpaste based on the numbers of junior and senior infants' students. They would love to supply additional tubes of toothpaste for all students in your school but unfortunately that is not possible.

Additional certificates can be downloaded from the Dental Health Foundation website for other classes if desired.

The PowerPoint presentation will be available for download from the Dental Health Foundation website.

Is the Toothday programme available as Gaeilge?

The Toothday Certificate is being translated to Irish and will be available on the website from November 24th, 2010. The presentation is not available in Irish this year.

My school got a letter to opt-in/opt-out. Is it too late to register our interest/non-interest?

Schools who responded to the Toothday letter before Friday, November 12th have been registered to partake in Toothday. Those who responded after a cut-off time on Friday will have received an email indicating that unfortunately it is too late to register for Toothday 2010. We regret that some schools will miss out on receiving free product packs in 2010 but we needed to get our order to the distribution centre on Friday 12th November. Schools who missed out on registering can still participate in Toothday by downloading the presentation from our website and printing off Toothday Certificates for students. All schools will be registered again in 2011 with non-participation in 2010 not affecting future participation.

 

Is Toothday associated with the Mighty Mouth Programme?

Toothday and the Mighty Mouth Programme originate from the Dental Health Foundation and related partners however Toothday is not associated with the Mighty Mouth Programme. Both programmes promote oral health among school children but one can be run independently of the other. Toothday is being delivered to all schools* in the Republic of Ireland and the Mighty Mouth Programme is available for all schools who wish to deliver it. Teachers are invited to deliver the Mighty Mouth Programme in their schools at any time that they choose and further details of the programme can be found on the Dental Health Foundation website. Toothday is a one day event which is taking place on November 30th, 2010.

Other:

Please visit our website for further oral health related information. Please feel free to download additional resources from our website for use in your classroom on Toothday.

We wish you and your teachers all the best in delivering this programme.

* Special arrangements have been made with large schools (+100 students) and small schools (under 15 students) where they have been given the option to opt-out (large school) or opt-in (small school) to Toothday. Letters were sent to these schools on Friday, October 29th. 

